My War Memories, 1914-1918
able to resist the impending hostile attack we received the answer that they would certainly be in a position to do so for twenty-four hours. The attack did not succeed. It was again greatly to General von Conrad's credit that he raised the moral of the army and revived the spirit of the offensive. But he would never have done it without German support.
We had intended to bring a considerable part of von Woyrsch's army up north, to add weight to the flank attack and strengthen our line. General von Conrad offered strong objection to this idea and so only the 3rd Guards Division was brought to Hohen-salza to support the shock troops of the gth Army.
General von Conrad railed General von Boehm-Ermolli with four infantry and two or three cavalry divisions round from the Carpathians, through Upper Silesia, to the north side of Czestochova.
In order to meet the wishes of General von Conrad, General von Woyrsch and his troops were placed under the Austrian High Command.
After the arrival of the Austrian troops, the Breslau Corps, still in process of formation, could be concentrated a little more. Of course these measures resulted in a certain stiffening of the front from the middle of November, but we were still too weak to deliver a big blow.
It was claimed later that the Austro-Hungarian Army had defended Upper Silesia, In reality they were defending their own homes, also north of Czestochova,
It was natural that in this situation our eyes should again turn to the West. I asked myself whether there was any chance of obtaining a success at Ypres, or whether it would not be better once and for all to restrict operations on the Western Front to a defensive, and carry out the contemplated operations against Russia with all our available forces. General von Conrad had suggested this in November.
This point of view seemed to me to be the right one, and I asked our High Command for reinforcements from the West. In addition to the two Cavalry Divisions, the despatch of further forces was contemplated; but these arrived too late and at
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